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The word ‘us’.

I’ve read and prayed The Lord’s Prayer in various translations | think, all my
life — from singing it in assemblies as a child, reciting it at home, teaching
on it, and of course, using it personally to pray ... so why has it only been
last year, as | was looking at it afresh, that | realised I’d missed one of the
key concepts all my life? | have been using Jesus’ words, butin my head, |
was praying, “My Father ... give me today ... forgive me my sins ...

as I forgive ... lead me not ... deliver me ...” This realisation has made me
sit up and look at the prayer all over again! I’m stillin it, because I’m part of
the ‘US’ that I’m praying about, but suddenly, as | pray, I’'m aware of the
others around me —the need in the world, the global church, those praying
with me ... this isn’t a prayer to develop one person’s faith — it’s a prayer that
should bring us all closer, heal our relationships, focus the church out, help
us see each other’s needs, and pray for deliverance in all of its forms. So,
Father — may all of us who have privatised this corporate prayer give it back
to the whole church. May we pray meaningfully to Our Father, and every
time we pray this poetic outward-focused prayer, may the global and local
body of Christ be highlighted to us again, and again, and again. We do not
stand alone, and we never have.
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